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Miss Mary Kittrel Liles,
8722 Third Ave,,
Los Angédes, Calif.

My dear Cousin Mary: 5

No doubt vou have concluded that I have been swallowed up on rassed a@ay for
not heving answered your most interesting letter of several months ago, I want to say
that I enjoyed your letter immensely and have had it read té-me more than once.,

I believe with your efforts and with our help, includine Mrs. Dunlap of Ansonville,
that we are goinz to complete this Liles tree one of these days, but isn't it be-
wildering? I just hed a létter from Mrs, Dunlap stetine that she wanted to T0
t0 Calvert County, Meryland, that she hod found out that several members of the
Liles family mede their wills in Calvert County around 1700. It may be 2 'useless
trip, but she is anxious %o go, and I wish so much you were here to go with us, for
I feel like that when vou go after anything, vou go to the bottom of fk.

My eyes have reached thet stage now and have been for several months where T
€an't read at all. I can write my name, but that's about all, I think T will =0 %o
Baltimore within the next month with the view of having one of them operated on, but
I don't know, My left eve which was my bad one doesn't seem to set any worse, but
=y rizht one now seems to be ripenins rirht rapidly. I can't afford to heve both of
them operated on st the same time, and if my left one is not readv for an operatiecn,
I expect to have it needled, which will hasten the maturity of the catarackt.

¥rs. Dunlap tells me that Ephriam Liles, Jr. who was born in Anson County in the
Pee Dee section migrated %o the Chester or Fairfield distriet and was the father of
fircmanus., You, no doubt, remember that the S~uth Carolina folks traced their family
back as far as Aromanus and went no farther. She said +hat Ephriam , after living
ir South Carolina, moved to Twisrs County, Georgie,and died there, Now what Ephriam
this was, why none of us know. I am going to Raleirh next Monday and have asked Mrs,
Dunlav to go with me. Am not sure that she will £o, however, She has never lonked
through the records in Raleigh particularly for the Liles family. I want her %o o)
through a2ll the records we have in Releizh before goine out of the state,

That was quite a coincidence vou had with the librarian in los Angeles. Yes,
I remember Miss Rena HPaire guite well. Fer brother married g Huntley zirl here who
is a distant relstive of mine on my mothertis side, I will tell vou a little insident
in connection with Viss Yaire-'who was considered & very brilliant sirl in her youth,
She graduasted at Veredith Collere 2% Raleirh, N. C., a Baptist Institution,and then went %o
Louisville to complete her course in preparation for a mission-rv %o China, and on
her way to the coast, if my recelleetion serves me correctly, she met Mr, Wilde and
dropped her missionary ideas and zot married and has lived in California for = great
many years, She was back here cnee since her marriage on u vitit, T remember her
father meking a right funny remark cne day. He said he had two children, a boy and a
girl, His girl had too mueh religion and his boy didn't h-ve any and laughed heartily
&t his own remark, Her father died some three or four years ago of cancer of the tonefe.
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I am locking forward to the Liles reunion in August with a great deal of pleasure,
and I certainly hope thet you can be with us, for it will not be complete without

wour presence, I have just written to Cousin Sallie Husbands of Moultrie, Georgia,
and asked her to ret all the information she could of the Als

2bama and Georgia Li%es.
She and Cousin Mollie Pettijohn of Heflin, Alabama, sre very much interested in our

family tree. As vou know, shectook W, D, Teal's adopted son to Moultrie to rear, and she
reports he isgettine on very nicely, ¥hen we bezin to search around on this Liles
neme, I find it:is spelled in ten different ways, and they seem to be all over the
ceuntry. Most any section you mav chance +o enquire of has some of them., After all

it seems to be & risht prolific family and well scattered throurhout the United

States spelt one way or-another. I thought that book I referred vou to, dedicated to

the sons of the Revolution of Californis was a verv interestins book. I enjoved it

very much and feel sure thet vou zot some valusble information from it.

The depression seems to have hit harder herethis year than it has at all, 1In
fact, nearly every kind of business was found in the "red" at the end of 1931, We had
&wo textile plants here that did real well in 1931, but most every other ¥ind of
business had = deficit, We have had no bank failures in our ccunty =% all exgept the&
little bank st Lilssville which did not amount to 2 egreat deal, Still it was riecht
hard on the 1ilesville and Pee Dee communities because it hed a1l their spare chanre
deposited there. Our two banks here seem to be in s strong and sound condition,
both of them with over & million dollers deposits now, but are beins forced to Stayr in
8 liguid econdition owings to the uncertainty of economic conditions, With five cent
cotton staring us in the face, I see no chance for improvement in the cotton belt
until the price goes hirher. To produce cotton in the most economical wWay in thds
county we cannot make it for five cents a pound, and it looks like thet that is all
we are poing to et the comine semson. The United States new has & carrv-cver
of thirteen million bales which is enough +o supply the world without the produetion
of enother bale, and I see no chance for any improvement in the cotton belt until the
price of cotton improves, and thet is sbout the only farm product from which we can
derive any cash. My brothers and I have farms in Bladen and Sampson Counties, and we
are diversifying between tobacco, peanuts, and cotton, but tobacco and peanuts are
niot mtich better, if any, than cotbon when it comes to a sale,

I =njoyed lookins over wour schedule of teachers' salaries in California and showed
it to some of my tescher friends here, They all with one aceclaim said they would lile
to be in California if thev could ret » job, but I expeet you people have two
~applicetions for everw openineg. &t least, it is that wav here with the low sslaries

we pay as compared with the salaries in California.

I saw Blanche Palmer of Rockingham a few davs arg,
Dunlap, the renealosrist, and stated she wss making
line. She wants to g0 with Mrs, Dunlap to Calvert
from Blanche Ward of Fee Dee stating that she went ¢ver to see Need Liles's Rible
but did not met any informetion. of course, you knew Cousin Sellie Liles passed
sometime ago, Sister Marv went to the funeral from here. I was sick at the time or

I would hawe gone. I imagine it makes it very sad for Cousin Henry's familv., T have %
not seen them since her death. William H. Lyles of Columbia, the father of Mary E. :
Iyles, also died a couple of months aso, I saw an account of his death in the papers.,
I also saw where his will was probated. Judgine by the conversation with VMary E. Fou

She had been up to see Mrs,
wonderful progress on her Hinson
County, Marvliand, I had a letter




Wodesions, N, €.

k3

il

r wes a millionaire, and no doubt he had been & very
they only gave his net worth &s
ssion must have gotten him as well asg

Carolina.

heve thoueht her fathe
ari, but when his will was probated,
seven thoussnd dollars; 80O the depre
ervbody else through North and South

u are making on the family

At vou Ieisure,\please write me what progress Vo
1d heve to sav would be of

7 -l-ﬂmé,tﬁ%&imsfﬁiﬁ'a%@uf'yburSEIT,',Anythina'you wou
grest interest to me.

With all good wishes and kind personal regards, T am

¥, Henry Liles
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